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                                                                                                   SERRV Update 

The Christmas by the Sea sale was successful thanks to the generous 
support of this congregation and members of the community.  For 
those of you who are not familiar with SERRV, hereΩs a brief  
description from their website: 
 The name SERRV is an acronym for Sales Exchange for Refugee              
Rehabilitation and Vocation.  SERRV is a nonprofit, fair-trade               
organization dedicated to lifting disadvantaged artisans, farmers,  
and their families out of poverty. 
 The SERRV Committee purchases all the wonderful items for our 
sale from the SERRV catalog and then we donate all the profits to           
nonprofit organizations in our local community.  So itΩs a win-win  
formula.   
 With the proceeds from this and past sales, the SERRV                    
Committee was able to make donations to three worthy                   
organizations:  Knox County Homeless Coalition, Midcoast Recovery 
Coalition, The Dove Tree 
 Suzanne and I have enjoyed leading this mission but we feel it is 
time for us to pass the torch to someone new.  So if you enjoy a little  
retail therapy and the opportunity to help others, please contact us for 
more information. Sincerely, Shelley Mills & Suzanne Dunavent-White  
 

EASTER WEEK ACTIVITIES 
April 9: Palm Sunday Service  9:30 a.m. 
April 13: Maundy Thursday supper and service  6 p.m. 
April  14: Good Friday, Ecumenical Service at Chestnut Street Baptist 
  Church   Noon 
April 14: Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, St BernardΩs Catholic  
  Church  3p.m. 
April 16: Sunrise Service at the Camden Yacht Club 6 a.m. 
April 16: Easter morning Service: 9:30 a.m. 
 Forms to donate Easter flowers are on the Opportunities Table. 



      
IΩve been thinking a lot lately about churches and what we are called 
by God to be in this world of ours.  I am more and more convinced that 
our calling to be άchurchέ is rooted in the question, how do we extend 
hospitality and welcome to others?  (And by implication, whom do we 
welcome?  What barriers – unintentional or intentional – do we set up 
that impede our hospitality and welcome?)   
 
In recent weeks here at FCC through worship, many conversations, and 
meetings, this question of hospitality and welcome has been in the 
mix.  Discussions of what it means to be a member of the church and 
to welcome new members; what does it mean to be hospitable to the 
children in our midst; what is the relationship between our faith and 
public issues – all of this is rising in our life together.    
 
The question of what we are called by God to be and do in this world 
of ours is not one that can be answered so much as explored.  ItΩs a 
question that evokes a diversity of responses – from our faith demands 
we engage politically, to we shouldnΩt mix religion and politics, to we 
need to hold fast to traditions, to we need to let go of things and try 
new things.  I find myself pondering how our hospitality, our way of 
being in community with God and one another, can embrace such             
diversity without fanning the flames and heat of anxiety and fear.  
(And hereΩs a question: if άGod so loves the world,έ then does God get 
anxious and fearful?) 
 
In the midst of these questions my thoughts, my spirit, keep coming to 
the word άsanctuary.έ It is an ancient word associated with churches, 
temples, sacred spaces in which human beings find refuge, safety,  
protection, where human beings draw close to God and one another.  
To be a sanctuary is to be a place and space that is in some way an  
antidote to all the fears and anxieties. A refuge and safe place to                 
embrace diversity without being threatened, but being included in the  
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love and compassion of God.  A space where nothing and no one is too 
άweirdέ to be welcomed.  Such sacred space needs boundaries to                  
provide refuge and safety and sacred relationship, but such boundaries 
cannot be walls that keep fears and people and challenges at bay.  The 
boundaries need to be I think more like the edges of a bowl that create 
an empty space to hold whatever needs to be cherished and protected 
and included.  
 
These are my thoughts at the moment. LetΩs continue to explore how 
GodΩs Spirit is calling us. 
 
Blessings, Pastor Deb  
 
___________________________________________________________ 
   

From Debbi Hitchings for Shields Mission Project 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
By the time you read this note Shelley Mills will be hard at work as our 
Shields Interim Administrator. We are in such good hands with Shelley 
overseeing the work that Shields does within our Knox County                   
communities.  
 
She has been a member of the Shields Committee for two years so she 
comes to the job with a great deal of knowledge. Most important, she 
has the compassion as well as the organizational abilities to keep our 
work in the community strong.  
 
I wish her well and can only hope that she enjoys this work as much as I 
have! 
Blessings, 
Debbi 
 

PS. You can reach Shelley here at church and by email: 
shields@camdenucc.org 

 



CǊƻƳ aŀǧ aŀƛƴǎǘŜǊ 
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Thank you to everyone who attended the "Rachmaninoff in Rockport" 
concert on March 11th! It was an incredibly long journey, but I                 
couldn't be more thankful to the many of you who supported me 
along the way, and who donated your time, money, and advice to             
ensuring its success. The musicians and I are incredibly grateful for 
your kind congratulations as well.  
 

With that hurdle out of the way, and Easter coming fast, I'm going to 
keep this brief and simply tell you to mark your calendars for all the 
wonderful concerts we've got coming up on our Friends of Music                  
series this year. 
 

We'll have the Mid-Coast Brass with us again for Easter, and some fun 
handbell music on the way in April and May. And it's not too late to 
join our Choral Bells group if you want to give ringing a try –– it can be 
quite tricky trying to catch all those bells when you've got two empty 
spots! Help us out, and have fun at the same time –– win-win! 
 

Wishing everyone a very happy and colorful spring! 
_________________________________________________________ 
    

    2017 Friends of Music Scholarship  
is now accepting applications 

The First Congregational Church of Camden is pleased to invite                
applications for the 2017 Friends of Music Scholarship.  
 Complete scholarship details and the application may be down-
loaded now from The First Congregational Church, UCC,  of Camden 
website (www.camdenucc.org/content/music/friends_of_music).  
 Paper copies of the application are also available in the church 
office; please contact Nan Smith, Church Secretary, to receive one.  
 Completed applications and supporting documents are due by 
April 1, 2017 to the attention of άFriends of Music Scholarship                
CommitteeέΦ Mail to: First Congregational Church of Camden, 55 Elm 
Street, Camden, ME 04843; or, email: churchoffice@camdenucc.org.  
  

http://www.camdenucc.org/content/music/friends_of_music
mailto:churchoffice@camdenucc.org
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We have finally made it to Spring!  The children are still working 
hard with Amy Rollins and Ursula Crosslin on their piece for Palm 
Sunday that will incorporate both the chimes and bells. So very 
proud of all of the participants for being willing to learn something 
new and stick with it! 
 In Sunday school, the younger children have been hearing 
stories from the Bible concentrating on the theme of JesusΩ love for 
all people. They have heard the story of Zachaeus and the ten lepers 
and more recently learned all about Passover.  
 We have had more offerings of bulletins from children in 
Sunday school and Aaron Dowd, Declan Lally and Olive Walker have  
made contributions of their beautiful artwork for the season of Lent. 
   The month of March  concentrated on the kids bringing 
offering for the Great Hour of Sharing.  In April, they will use the 
offering that has been building for a number of months to purchase 
animals for people of other nations through the Heifer project. This 
is something that has always been a popular ministry for the                   
children and they get excited to know how their money is being    
used to help people.  
 
Want to get to know the children better and put some names to  
faces? Lend a hand in Sunday school for a week.  We would love to 
have you!  A great way to connect with the children is through their 
Sunday school classes and the teachers can always use a second set 
of hands. Email me if you are interested. 
 
Many blessings this Lenten season. 
______________________________________________________ 

April 8: 5-6:30, Spaghetti Supper and Silent Auction at  
Rockport Masonic Lodge, West Main St. Rockport. To Benefit 
63 Washington Street. Entertainment by Rosey Gerry and 
friends. Gluten-free spaghetti available.  



                    Our Priceless Volunteers 
 
For every month, in every Beacon, we will be printing the names of 
our very wonderful volunteers who have signed up for the tasks       
below. Check your calendars. If Ushers & Fellowship Team Members 
are unable to assume the duties on that day, please find a substitute 
and alert Nan so she can make the correction for the Sunday Bulletin. 

     DATE   LITURGIST        USHERS   FELLOWSHIP 

April 2 Zella Walker Chase & Nan  
Lasbury 
Ann Bex,  
Ann Rafferty 

Bette McFarland, 
Don & Judy Flock, 
Gayle Palmer, Essie 
Sexton, Doug &           
Rebecca Laliberte 

April 9 Bob Garcia Rita Elliott, Deb Endl, 
Mimi Benedict,, Skip 
Hoblin 

Eric & Beryl Charlton, 
Mary Buck, Jared & 
Kristi Todd, Meg & 
Owen Thomas,  
Becky Brace 

April 16 Donna Crane Elaine Davis, Nan 
Haid, Marty & Andi 
Hamalainen 

Nancy Laite, Wendy 
Wickenden, Barbara 
Lannamann, Gail 
Palmer, Greg & Vicki 
Worden 

April 23 Jinx Hufnagel Allen & Sally  
Fernald, Jaime 
Maresh & Cat Perry 

Deb Endl, Carol & 
Gary Spinney, Ann 
Bex, Jeni Mason, 
Charlene & Peter 
Orne, Barbara Lamb 

April 30 Jonathan Frost Roger Hurley, Loel 
Kline, Jinx & John 
Hufnagel 

Bob & Judy Laurence 
Chris & Shelley Mills, 
Tony & Betty Bates, 
Ellen & Jeff Stanclift 



EASTER WEEK ACTIVITIES 
April 9: Palm Sunday Service  9:30 a.m. 
April 13: Maundy Thursday supper and service  6 p.m. 
April  14: Good Friday, Ecumenical Service at Chestnut Street Baptist 
  Church   Noon 
April 14: Good Friday, Stations of the Cross, St BernardΩs Catholic  
  Church  3p.m. 
April 16: Sunrise Service at the Camden Yacht Club 6 a.m. 
April 16: Easter morning Service: 9:30 a.m. 
 Forms to donate Easter flowers are on the Opportunities Table. 
 

                   Stations of the Cross: An Ecumenical Journey 
On Good Friday, April 14, 2017 St BernardΩs Catholic Church in              
Rockland, 150 Broadway will host this Lenten tradition, beginning at 
3 pm.  We will be invited to pray and reflect upon JesusΩ final hours 
through the visitation of 14 stations, each representing a part of            
JesusΩ journey to the cross.  All are welcome for this ecumenical                 
pilgrimage and service of prayer / reflection, led by area clergy. 

 Spring Bus Trip to Boston Handbell Festival  
and Faneuil Hall Marketplace  

Penobscot Bay Ringers will be hosting a day trip to Boston on                  
Tuesday, May 16, 2017 that will feature visits to Historic Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace and Copley Place. The day will  culminate at Old South 
Church, where Penobscot Bay Ringers will be one of five groups             
performing in the Eleventh Annual Boston Handbell Festival. The cost 
is $50 per person, which includes round trip coach transportation 
between Camden and Boston. Please contact Amy Rollins at                  
207-592-6619 or amy.rollins66@gmail.com if you have any questions 
and to reserve your seat.  
 

      We're Hiring!  
Debbi's retirement makes it important that we find the right person 
to continue to  expand the important work of coordinating ministries 
that serve our faith communities and nurture the mission of the             
people of our congregation.  
  The Director of Congregational Life will collaborate with our 
minister, staff and committees to ensure that we support both  
current members and attract and welcome newcomers.  
  Click on this link (http://www.camdenucc.org/content/about us/
employment) to see the complete job description, requirements and 
application instructions. Deadline for applications is April 11, 2017. 
  
 

mailto:amy.rollins66@gmail.com
http://www.camdenucc.org/mailer/url.asp?l=239
http://www.camdenucc.org/mailer/url.asp?l=239


Refugees, Immigration, and Sanctuary 
Faith and Public Issues Forum, March 23, 2017 

by Ann Cole 
 
άToo many chairs,έ I thought, as I walked into the Pilgrim Room last 
Thursday evening.  άWe wonΩt get that many people.έ 
 

I was wrong. There were about 60 people in those chairs by the time 
our forum on Refugees, Immigration and Sanctuary got under way. 
 

Facilitator Roy Hitchings started the event with a welcome and a brief 
outline of the program, including a statement that the intention was 
to have a non-partisan discussion, respectful and issue-oriented. 
 

The program opened with a video segment from a speech at              
FebruaryΩs Camden Conference by Bruno Stagno, Deputy Executive 
Director for Advocacy at Human Rights Watch. He focused on the 
desperation that prompts people in Central America to try to reach 
the U.S. through Mexico, facing the likelihood of death or enslave-
ment by drug cartels on the way. He called 2016  άthe year that the 
world forgot about refugees,έ referencing the actions taken by both 
the Obama administration and the Mexican government to cut off 
the flow of migrants at MexicoΩs southern border. 
 

After the video presentation, we heard from three speakers, the first 
of them being Hannah De Angelis, Assistant Program Director at 
Catholic Charities of Maine, who outlined the process by which               
refugees are resettled in the state.  A key priority of the agency, she 
pointed out, is to resettle people in areas where they not only have 
access to jobs and services, but also have the support of family and 
others from their area of origin. 
 

Pastor Dick Hanks told the moving story of his own experiences in 
visits to the Nogales, Mexico, area, which has seen tremendous 
growth in manufacturing since NAFTA went into effect, seriously 
harming the quality of life of people who live and work in the region.  
His presentation was aimed at answering the question of why people 
from Mexico and Central America might seek better lives by taking 
the highly risky step of trying to cross the U.S. border illegally.  
 

Pastor Deb Jenks addressed the issue of what people of faith are 
called to do in the face of the worldwide crisis in displacement of 
people by conflict, climate events, or economic crisis. Her remarks  



 focused on what the gospels teach us about welcoming the stranger 
and on the actions of Jesus when he found himself among the most 
vulnerable in society. 
 

In the discussion that followed, we heard from a couple who have a 
home on the Greek island of Lesbos and are dismayed by the                    
conditions faced by refugees stuck there, placed out of sight of the 
islandΩs residents.  Another couple were there, they told us, because 
their church in Lincoln County wants to create a program similar to 
our Faith and Public Issues forums, and they wanted to see how First 
Congregational organized this event.  There were representatives 
there from the Midcoast Indivisible advocacy organization as well as 
from the local Woodstove Alliance, a group that seeks to educate and 
keep members informed on current public issues, as well as to                 
support members who wish to see their towns adopt a resolution of 
values.  And there were people there interested in the Rev. Dick 
SnyderΩs efforts to help churches in the area declare themselves 
sanctuary churches, in response to heightened deportation efforts in 
the country. 
 

I think it is safe to say that people came to the forum out of a desire 
to learn what they might do to affect the course of public events that 
are troubling to them.  And they came to share their concerns with 
people who have similar goals. Facilitator Roy Hitchings emphasized 
that one of the objectives of the forum was to facilitate connections 
among people who have the same interests.  He directed people to 
the written resources available on a table in the room and                            
encouraged those with similar interests to seek one another out at 
the end of the event. 
 

Our organizing team learned several things through this first forum in 
a projected series.  Among the lessons learned are: 
 We need to make clear in publicity that the forum is in the                
Pilgrim Room and that people should enter through the door that 
opens from the parking lot. 
 We need to give less time to presentations and more time to 
discussion. 
 Given that we had more refreshments than needed, we need to 
tailor quantities requested to expected attendance. 

 

Planning will now begin on the next public forum, subject to be                 
determined. The task force welcomes members and friends to join in 
the planning of the next and future events.  
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4/2 Cheryl Cassidy 
4/4 Ellen Claussen 
4/8 Eric Charlton 
4/9 Bob Trone 
 Deb Hall 
 Eliza Robinson 
 
 
 

 
4/10 Ed Doudera 
4/11 Jack Marin 
         Hank White 
4/14 Jenny Palermo 
4/15 Declan Lally 
4/19 Nate Doudera 
4/20 Catherine Marin 
  Alisa Dowd 
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aŀƴŀƎŜǊǎ 

On Saturday March 4th we started the month off with our First Ever 

$5 Bag Sale!  Customers filled plastic bags with as many clothing 

items that they could fit in for just $5. It certainly was interesting 

watching the creative ways people folded, rolled and just plain 

stuffed their bags full! Our only rule was we had to be able to tie the 

top of the bag when they were done. Amazing how much fits into 

one plastic bag! Both customers and staff agreed the day was a 

great success and we may well repeat it in the fall.  Stay tuned! 

 

Now that spring is here, we know lots of people will be cleaning out 

closets, garages, etc. And we are the PERFECT place to donate your 

things! We accept household items, small furniture, and clothing in 

good condition.  

The proceeds from Heavenly Threads Thrift Shop support our local 

non-profit organizations. In 2016 due to many generous donations, 

we were able to give back over $30,000 to this community! We are 

very proud of that!  So PLEASE tell your friends, family and neigh-

bors to think of us as they start their spring cleaning! Any questions, 

give us a call at 236-3203. 

WE ARE NOW OPEN ON MONDAYS, 10-4. 

 

 



                                         April Activities 

1Saturday 
2 SUNDAY, 9:30am, Worship, Communion; 5th Sunday of Lent 
3Monday 
4Tuesday, 5:30pm, Lenten Series 
5Wednesday, 9:30am, Staff meeting; 6:00pm, Choral Bells Rehearse; 
 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses  
6Thursday, 9:00am, XiGong exercise class; Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meets 
7 Friday 
8Saturday, April 8: 5-6:30, Spaghetti Supper and Silent Auction  
 for 63 Washington 
9SUNDAY,  9:30am, Worship, Palm Sunday 
10Monday 
11Tuesday, NO Lenten series  
12Wednesday, 9:30am, Staff meeting; 6:00pm, Choral Bells Rehearse;   
 6:00pm, Christian Ed meets; 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses 
13Thursday, 9:00am, XiGong exercise class; Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters 
meet; 6:00pm, Maundy Thursday service 
14Friday, Noon, Ecumenical Service at Chestnut Street Baptist Church; 
  3:00pm, Stations of the Cross, St BernardΩs Catholic Church 
15Saturday 
16SUNDAY,  6:00AM, EASTER SUNRISE SERVICE AT CAMDEN YACHT CLUB,  
  9:30am, Easter Service Worship 
17 Monday, CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED 
18 Tuesday, 5:30pm, Lenten Series 
19 Wednesday, 9:30am, Staff meeting; 6:00pm, Choral Bells Rehearse; 
 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses  
20Thursday, Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meet 
21Friday 
22Saturday 
23 SUNDAY, 9:30am, Worship; 1:30pm, Anderson Inn Chapel Service  
24 Monday 
25Tuesday, 5:30pm, Lenten Series 
26Wednesday, 9:30am, Staff meeting; 6:00pm, Choral Bells Rehearse; 
 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses  
27Thursday, Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meet; 5:30pm, Cabinet Meets 
28 
29 
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