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CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 
 

The Membership Committee  
Invites you 

To Become a Member of the Church 
 

Sunday, October 18th 
Membership Orientation with Rev. Hanks 

following worship 
10:45 a.m.—11:45 a.m. 

 
Sunday, October 25th 

New Member Sunday 
 

RSVP to Debbi 
dhitch@camdenucc.org or 236-4821 

 

We look forward to having you as part of 
our church family! 

 



 Grace Notes 
    Rev. Dick Hanks 

 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!    

-  United Church of Christ statement of welcome 
 

As I reflect on these words of welcome to our community of faith, 
I am struck by the image of our life of faith as a journey that finds 
each of us in a different place at any given time. But in spite of our 
individual places, this journey of faith is one that has each of us 
heading in the same direction toward Christ.  
 
As we travel together on the road toward Christ, the questions 
that most often emerge in our community of faith are What do I 
believe, What do we believe.  
   
During this upcoming month my hope is that we will be able to 
further discern the answers to those important questions. On 
Thursday evening, October 8, at 5:00 p.m., at the Anderson Inn, 
the ladies of the church will begin a study and discussion of the 
writings of the renowned theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer.  This 
interactive study will allow us to examine and discuss the words  
of Bonhoeffer that still offer us spiritual guidance today. You can   
obtain a copy of the advance readings on the table outside of my 
office.  
 
The men of the church are invited to our “Faith on Tap” discussion 
group that next meets at 5:30 p.m. on October 15 at the Ander-
son Inn. The discussion topic for the upcoming month will be the 
book Dynamics of Faith written by the great twentieth century 
theologian Paul Tillich.  Gentlemen, please see me for copies of 
this     wonderful book.   
 



No matter where you are on you faith journey, know that you 
are welcome here at the First Congregation Church of                 
Camden.   
See you in Worship! 
Dick  

   _________________________________________________ 

                                          Yay God!!! 
A few years ago I took a group of teenagers on a week-long mission 
trip. At the end of the day’s work in the mission field the kids were 
given the chance to share how they had seen God that day,  and to 
share what boost to their faith they had received from each other as 
they followed Jesus in that day’s mission assignment.  
 
And after a little practice of sharing their faith each and every one of 
them was able to put aside their fears and share with each other 
how they had experienced Jesus that day, when they had experi-
enced a joyful “Yay God” moment.   
 
So let’s begin by practicing saying “Yay God” to each other here in 
this church. You will find a new bulletin board in the Pilgrim Room. 
On that bulletin board you will be able to write down on a card your 
“Yay God” moment, or why you are in church, or what you enjoy 
about this congregation, and attach it to the board.    
 
Yay God!!! 
Reverend Dick 
      __________________________________________________ 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 
November 16, 2015 

12:00 – 5:30 
We need a few volunteers to help at each blood drive. Please look 

for the sign-up sheet on the Opportunities Table and add your name 
if you are willing to help. This would involve about two hours either 

registering donors or sitting at the canteen with the donors.  
Questions? Call Ann Bex 921-6625 

 



Shields Mission Project Committee 
A Ministry of  

The First Congregational Church  
of Camden 

Debbi Hitchings  

Remembering Cate 
 

Cate Lamb was a member of the Shields Mission Project Committee 
for over six years. Each month as we gathered around someone’s 
table for soup and salad Cate would be there, ready to both enjoy 
the company of good friends and to do the work ahead of us. We’ve 
become a close knit group over the years.  
 
(We loved it when Cate would race into a meeting at the very last 
minute with her still warm, fresh out of the oven bread or with her 
outrageously delicious tiramisu. That girl could cook!) 
 
It is not uncommon for our group to have long discussions about the 
applications for assistance that we receive. We look to our two social 
workers, Bob Garcia and Julianne Edmondson, to give us their        
professional perspectives while the rest of us add our common sense 
and our innate sense of caring.  
 
As Julianne recalls: “Cate listened to what people said, added a few 
comments of her own and then summed up her point of view with 
an insightful and thoughtful statement about the situation at hand. 
She, in a calm manner, helped us reach decisions. Cate truly cared 
about people and wished to help meet their needs.” 
 
Roberta Walker remembers that wonderful balance that was Cate: 
dedication and humor. "Cate brought her usual loving, caring        
concern to the Shields Mission Committee.  She was always eager to 
help others, and her sense of humor was a delightful bonus." 
 
 



To Deb Endl Cate was a spiritual        
presence: “I found in Cate’s presence 
an aura of serenity and assurance that 
all would go well. I am a believer that 
the Holy Spirit resides within each of 
us, and I found it easy to see and feel 
it within Cate.  It calmed me.”  

 
Cate would often fill us in on programs 
and activities here at the church,    
always keeping us up to date and   
intrigued by yet another good idea that she had brought forward. We 
would often find ourselves dissolved in laughter at one or more of her 
delightful stories about work or of life at the Lamb household (think 
jewelry making, raising chickens or the exploits of Chai, the dog.). 
 
Betty Bates shared her thoughts of Cate.  “Of Cate's abundant contri-
butions to the life of our church, one of the most important was the 
Women's Retreat. Annually, with Donna Crane as her co-leader and 
partner, Cate planned and implemented a powerful experience in 
friendship and community building, handling all the details required 
to house, feed and inspire two dozen women for most of three days. 
Arriving early one year, I encountered Cate and Donna, buckets and 
sponges in hand, on their way to the cabins to clean the bathrooms. 
In answer to my question of ‘why?’, with a mile-wide grin and a shrug 
of her shoulders, Cate said, "Somebody's gotta do it; why not us?" No 
task was too small or unimportant; Cate was ready and willing to do 
whatever it took to make something wonderful happen for others.  
She was genuinely what is known as a "servant leader."  

Betty sums up Cate’s service on this committee beautifully as she was 
indeed a servant leader…a servant to our community of folks who 
need our help and a servant to this church in the name of goodness, 
always with her infectious joy for life.  

Bob Garcia was moved by Cate’s musical talents, particularly her harp. 
He says of her: “She was a human "harp" in so many ways: soothing, 
gentle, composed and melodic.” 

 

 



Cate will always and forever be woven into the fabric that has        
become Shields. I loved working with her and knew that I could      
always wander over to her office for a bit of advice or simply to talk 
through an application with her. Her kindness, her intelligence, her 
insight, her willingness to reach out to others, her absolute belief in 
the goodness of people, her desire to be there for others in any way 
she could will live on in each of us who have been fortunate enough 
to work (and to play) with her. 

Thanks Cate!                                                                                                                
Debbi, Deb, Julianne, Bob, Doug, Betty, Roberta, Shelley 

 

Shields Committee: Deb Endl (Chair), Betty Bates, Julianne Edmond-
son, Bob Garcia, Doug Linder, Shelley Mills, Roberta Walker, Debbi 

Hitchings (Administrator) 
 

Our mission as an outreach ministry of the church: “To help provide 
less fortunate citizens of Knox County warmth, shelter, food, clothing, 
transportation, education, childcare, health care etc. and to enable 
them to become more able to live a productive and self-sustaining 
life.” 
_________________________________________________________ 

It’s that time again!          
Soup Lunch                            

                  Wednesdays  
                   October 28 – March 23 

                    Noon to 1 p.m. 
                   AND 

                   We need volunteers ! 
Soup chefs,  sous chefs,  bread bakers,  wait staff,                

clean-up,  musicians 
 

NOTE: 
September 30, 11:45am                                                                                                        

Please join us for a brown bag organizational  lunch  
 

Or call our Soupervisor Debbi Hitchings 
 



 
       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
And they're off!  We had a really nice kickoff to the new church year as 
the aisles filled with all of those familiar faces (a wee bit taller and a 
wee bit more mature after all of that summer growing). And some new 
faces as well.  Hooray! 
 The younger kids in preschool through 3rd grade have started "In 
the beginning" with the story of Creation and are learning verses from 
Genesis.  Terri has our group in 4th-6th grade talking about the Taber-
nacle, church, and the places that we worship in as a community.  She 
is asking them questions like: "Why are we here?" "What does this 
Sunday School space do for us that we don't find elsewhere during the 
week with friends, school and family?" These are great questions for 
our kids as they start to make decisions for themselves and think about 
what it means to them to be a Christian and a part of a church. 
 As we forge ahead into fall we hope to come together as a com-
munity over a meal and strengthen our ties to one another through 
fellowship.  There will be big shoes to fill when our marvelous music 
director Steve Weston departs, but he has given us a great foundation 
to work with and our youth have greatly benefitted from his instruc-
tion these years. We will begin to form our plans to incorporate our 
junior choir into some of our services this year and expect to start 
working with our bells as well. If you would like to help with either of 
these activities, please let me know and we will be sure to find a way 
for you to get involved.   
  And keep those handshakes coming! It was great to see the 
enthusiastic kids shaking up a storm on Sunday and those who were 
not so sure about this new practice. Transitions take time and I am 
guessing that we will have veteran peace passers by November. 
  Many blessings to you! 
   

� 

From Elizabeth Lally 
Director of Church School 



 
What a year this has been for our church, from the perspective of 
change!  From the Trustees corner of life of the church, I can tell you 
that there have been times when a call came in to Trustees every 
week, alerting us to another structural issue that could not wait over 
the winter.  There’s a reason for this, of course, and I want to assure 
you that we’re addressing it. 
 Oversight of Trustees has caused me to do a lot of thinking about 
our great church and its long history in our community.  Reading 
through Barbara Dyer’s history of the church is something I highly           
recommend.  It will provide you with a perspective you may not have 
had before.  Our church is, and always has been, a great resource in 
our community.  The Pilgrim Room is one of the busiest places in town. 
 To be honest, some of the structural problems we have in our 
Sanctuary, Manse and in the Garage result from delayed maintenance. 
I’m sure that you all noticed that this year, even the garage door fell to 
the ground and had to be replaced.  A real-time example of too long a 
delay.   

Delay in keeping the house of God in good repair is not a new 
issue; it is biblical.  You’ll recall, in the Bible, Solomon built the Temple 
in Jerusalem (between 966-959 BC).  After Solomon’s death, the Tem-
ple went into cycles of reconstruction and neglect, depending on the 
attitudes of succeeding generations of kings of Judah.   You might want 
to read through 2 Chronicles 15:8-14, King Asa of Judah, also 15:1-7 
and 2 Chronicles 24: 1-15 King Joash of Judah, and,  2 Kings  12:4-8 and 
13-16 for two accounts of these kings. 

Putting things in perspective, our current church was erected 
181 years ago (there were others – just look across Elm Street, from 
the church, to see where  the first Meeting House was and the second, 
the old Prince’s building).  And, the church has owned the Manse for 
95 years; but the building is far older than that.  We, members of    
today’s church, are, figuratively, standing on the shoulders of all those 
who worshiped here before us and, as an act of faith, built and main-
tained the buildings that are our church home today.  Every week, we 

Board of Trustees Report 
Loie Hanscom, Chair 



come to church to worship and share in the life and fellowship of 
the church and community in buildings steeped in the history of our 
community and our faith. 

A short glimpse in the rear view mirror is important; how-
ever, we live in present tense.  Here are the highlights of what’s 
happening now: 

 
 Today, the very good news is that we are actively moving for-
ward to address the important structural issues that must be com-
pleted before winter sets in. A team from McCormick’s has been 
working at the church throughout the summer.   
 (1) The garage is coming along well now.  Windows are being 
repaired, the garage has been scraped and is being painted, we 
now have a garage door and  the portion of the roof that cannot be 
repaired will soon be replaced.  
 (2) The Manse (Heavenly Threads, as most of us know it today) 
and the SOS Room have numerous issues of concern.  To manage 
the issue, Trustees called to action an ad-hoc (SOS/Heavenly 
Threads) committee.  Tony Bates is the Chair of this new committee 
and he has assembled a small and highly accomplished and dedicat-
ed group to work with him.  Long - time member of our church, 
Charlie Chamberlain, is back for the summer and has been donating 
significant time evaluating and reporting on the structural issues, in 
both the church and Manse.  We are all very thankful for his sup-
port and assistance!    Trustees have addressed some safety issues 
at the Manse already.  The ad-hoc SOS/Heavenly Threads com-
mittee will up-date you on where things stand in late October.  
 (3) The parking lot is a work in progress.  The church is partner-
ing with Coastal Opportunities in underwriting the cost of repairs 
and striping.  Sam Patterson Paving, Inc. will be overseeing the 
striping of the driveway.  In order to be able to put in the parking 
lot stripes, according to the plan and in accordance with what the 
town requires for the number of parking spaces, the church must 
remove and replace an area,  which is about 50 feet away from the 
back entrance.  Mr. Patterson is removing  a 25’  paved area, filling 
it and re-paving it so that the new parking lot plan can be imple-
mented – and this he is doing as his contribution to our church!   
 We are deeply appreciative.  
                                                                                             continued 



 (4) The Pilgrim Room is currently on hold as we come to terms 
with unanticipated expenses.  We’re carefully going over our budget 
and re-allocating where we spend money to ensure that those things 
that are critically important are addressed.  If it is possible, this fall, 
the Pilgrim Room will have its new ceiling and lighting. We are very 
hopeful that we can do this work but it will depend on the final costs 
for work that is still in progress and that which is yet to be done (for 
example: re-glazing the Sanctuary windows, repairing the areas of rot 
on the side of the Sanctuary…).  We do have the two new Mitsubishi 
heat/cooling units in place in the Pilgrim Room and they’ve been put 
to use a number of times over the summer.   
 (5) The Breezeway repair is nearing completion.  
 (6) The Sanctuary – the ceiling cracks have been repaired and we 
are moving forward to address the steeple issues. 

Another area of responsibility for the Board of Trustees is 
oversight of church finances.  Last October, the Board of Trustees, 
Cabinet and church membership approved having an independent 
review of church financials.  As a matter of good financial accounting, 
a policy was also adopted supporting the concept of independent  
financial review of church records every few years.  Eric Kangas 
(Kangas and Kangas, LLC) has been working with the church.  There 
are no financial issues of concern, just what we call “housekeeping” 
issues.  Our excellent Treasurer, Phil Cucinotta, is working with Eric on 
our reporting structure to bring additional clarity to the system we 
have in place.  We are very appreciative of the services that Eric                
Kangas is providing to the church.  A significant portion of his work 
and time are being donated. 

Please reach out to me, or to any member of the Board of 
Trustees, with any questions or recommendation you may have. 

It is our privilege to have this opportunity to serve our church 
and to work to fulfill the trust you have honored us with.   

 
Yours in faith and service, 
Loie Hanscom, Chair, Board of Trustees 

Marty Martens, Vice-Chair, Jean Silva, Steve Marin, Craig 
Wells, Stephen Hanscom, Bob Steihler, Nancy Laite, Phil Cucinotta, 
Tony Bates, ex-officio 
 



Halloween Care Packages 

Vicki Worden (vicki@wordenassociates.com) and Tina Hill, a friend of 
the church, will be coordinating the assembly and shipping of                               
Halloween Care Packages to our college students and service 
personnel. Please let us know if you would like to have a package sent 
to your special person (student/military) by adding their names and 
contact information to the sign-up sheet on the Opportunities Table or 
by sending Nan in the church office an email, nan@camdenucc.org, with 
their address. Second step is to pluck a pumpkin or two and bring in the 
item to add to our packages. We will place a card for each individual at 
the Opportunities Table for everyone to sign and write special notes. 
We hope to receive contributions of (wrapped, air tight) baked goods 
and other goodies by October 19. Thank you for helping to support 
this extension of our community spirit and caring!  

MINISTER OF MUSIC POSITION 

Vice President Greg Worden and Donna Crane (Personnel Committee 
chair) are putting together a Search Committee for the position of 
Minister of Music. The current job description is under review and as 
soon as details are finalized the position will be advertised. The 
search committee will consist of Greg Worden, Dick Hanks, a member 
of each choir (Senior & Bell), a member of the Ad Hoc Music Com-
mittee, one member of the Personnel Committee, and one to two 
members from the congregation. If you are interested in serving on 
this search committee, please contact Greg or Donna. 

                                                      MUSIC  
As we say farewell to our much-loved Steve, we, the Music                  
Committee, are gearing up to play a larger part in the music of our 
church. This includes the Friends of Music program, but also looking 
for more varied music in our  church services. We will have more to 
say about our plans in the near future which will include a congrega-
tional survey. Meanwhile as we aid in the search for Steve’s replace-
ment, please let any of our committee hear your ideas, suggestions 
and/or your willingness to participate in our future efforts. 
Bruce Cole, Eric Charlton, co-chairs   Amy Rollins,   Debbie  Brady 

mailto:vicki@wordenassociates.com


                                         OUR VOLUNTEERS 
For every month, in every Beacon, we will be printing the names of 
our very wonderful volunteers who have signed up for the tasks 
below. Check your calendars. If Ushers & Fellowship Team Members 
are unable to assume the duties on that day, please find a substitute 
and alert Nan so she can make the correction for the Sunday Bulletin. 
Many thanks! 

  DATE   LITURGIST        USHERS   FELLOWSHIP 

Oct 4 Greg Worden Bob Garcia, Kim 
Young, June Fryer, 
Betsy Perry 

Bette McFarland, 
Don & Judy Flock, 
Gayle Palmer, Essie 
Sexton, Doug &     
Rebecca Laliberte 

Oct TBA Charlie & Dorothea 
Graham, Suzie Luce, 
Jean Nolan 

Eric & Beryl Charlton, 
Mary Buck, Jared & 
Kristi Todd, Meg & 
Owen Thomas,  
Becky Brace 

Oct 18  Susan Weber Jean Forest, Doug 
Laliberte, Tony & 
Betty Bates 

Nancy Laite, Wendy 
& Roger Wickenden, 
Marian White,      
Barbara Lannamann, 
Gail Palmer 

Aug 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rich Anderson 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dave Jackson,             
Melvin Achorn,  
Scott Achorn,       
Louis Regnier 
 
 
 

Deb Endl, Carol & 
Gary Spinney, Ann 
Bex, Jeni Mason, 
Harold & Barbara 
Lamb, Charlene & 
Peter Orne 
 
 

    



October               
BIRTHDAYS 

10/1  Deborah McKinnon 
  Ann Rafferty 
  
10/2  Phil Cucinotta 
  Marge Wester 
 
10/3  Vicki Fletcher 
  
10/5  Jean Silva 
 
10/6  Donna Crane 
  Carole Brand 
  Josee Kolsti 
 
10/10 Phyllis Matteo 
 
10/13 Kate Edge  
  Chris Mills 
 
10/14 Jinx Hufnagel 
  
10/16 Lexi Doudera 
 
10/19 Ann Harmon Fear 
  Lila Vultee 
 
10/20 Leigh Smith 
  
10/21 Bob Matteo 
 
10/27 Kathy Pease 
 
10/28 Greg Currier 
  Jan Kelsey 
 
10/31 Noel Cox 
 
 

 

!

Service  
of  

Prayer and Healing!
!

Wednesdays    1:00 –1:30 p.m. 
Mayflower Room 

 

The service provides a quiet 
time for reflection, contempla-
tion and prayer. Our intention 

is to offer a time to pray, and to 
be prayed for, in the warmth of 

community and fellowship. 
There will also be an                        

opportunity for the ancient 
practice of laying on of hands, 

led  by Rev. Hanks.  
Everyone is most welcome. 

Libana Concert 
October 24, 7:30pm in  

our Sanctuary 
Come join world music and dance 
ensemble Libana in celebrating 
their 35th Anniversary season as 
they return to Midcoast Maine. 
Libana illuminates the creativity, 
vision and spirit of women world-
wide. Interweaving music, dance 
and story from divergent cultures, 
Libana’s artistry inspires audienc-
es with wonder at the beauty, 
breadth and wisdom of our 
world’s cultural diversity and 
common humanity.  To learn 
more, visit libana.com!     

http://libana.com


From Heavenly Threads  

You would never know by this week's weather that we are approach-
ing autumn. Here inside Heavenly Threads we are displaying our fall 
items. Summer things have been put away and the fall and winter 
items are being put out.  
  We have some lovely tops, blouses, gorgeous sweaters and 
vests. There are jackets for those cool evenings.  
 We have had some really great donations and we want to thank 
all of those who remembered us. There are some beautiful mirrors, 
lovely silver plate serving dishes and great glassware There are also 
dishes , glasses and ornaments to decorate your house. 
   October has some wonderful colors, both inside and out. We 
have table linens and napkins and fall decor. So, come in and check 
us out.                                                                                                                 
 We have a special season section. Get a start on your Halloween 
costumes and decorations, and ,dare I say it. check out our special 
Christmas room.                                                                                                                  
 We are in great need of some jewelry, so go through your stash 
and bring some in. We are also in need of bags with handles.                          
 Thank you to all who support our mission , especially our volun-
teers, some of whom will be leaving us soon for the winter. Good 
luck and Godspeed. 

REMEMBER: After Columbus Day,                                                                                  
we are CLOSED on Mondays. 

_____________________________________________ 

     Thursday, October 29, 6-8pm                                                                 
Women’s Potluck                                                 

here at the church. Hosted by Debbi                     
Hitchings & Nan Smith. Come relax, enjoy 

some great conversation, laughter and                
delicious food.  Please sign up on the                       

Opportunities Table so we can set a place 
for you.  



          October Activities      
 
1Thursday, Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meet 
2Friday 
3Saturday 
4 SUNDAY, 9:30am, Worship, World Communion Sunday 
5Monday 
6 Tuesday 
7Wednesday, 9:30am, Staff meeting; 1:00pm, Service of Prayer & Healing; 
 6:00pm, Choral Bells rehearse; 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses 
8Thursday, Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meet; 5:00pm, Women’s Discussion 
 Group meets 
9Friday  
10 Saturday 
11 SUNDAY,  9:30am, Worship 
12Monday, CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED  
13Tuesday 
14Wednesday, 9:30am, Staff meeting; 1:00pm, Service of Prayer & Healing; 
 6:00pm, Choral Bells rehearse; 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses 
15Thursday, Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meet; 5:30pm, Faith on Tap  
16Friday 
17Saturday 
18 SUNDAY 9:30am, Worship; 10:45am, New Members Info Session 
19Monday      
20 Tuesday, November Beacon copy due; 5:00pm, Cabinet meets  
21Wednesday, 9:15am, Staff meeting; 1:00pm, Service of Prayer & Healing; 
 6:00pm, Choral Bells rehearse; 7:00pm, Sanctuary Choir rehearses 
22Thursday, Noon, Prayer Shawl knitters meet; 5:00pm, Women’s Discussion 
 Group meets 
23 Friday 
24 Saturday, 7:30pm, Libana Concert 
25 SUNDAY 9:30am, Worship, New Member Sunday; 1:30pm, Anderson Inn 
 Chapel Service; Steve’s last day 
26 
27Tuesday, 10:30am & 6:00pm, Kevin’s new class  
28Wednesday, Noon, Soup’s On! begins 
29 Thursday, 6-8:00pm, Women’s potluck 
30 Friday 
31 Saturday, HAPPY HALLOWEEN 
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